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Are pedestrian gates in school perimeter fencing required to be equipped with 
panic hardware if a safe area of dispersal (3 sq ft per occupant) is provided at 
least 50 feet from the building? 
No.  Section 1007.3.11 of the California Building Code specifies that gates may be 
equipped with locks provided a safe dispersal area (3 sq ft per occupant) is provided 
between the school and the fence.  The dispersal area must be at least 50 feet from the 
school buildings. 
 
Additionally, Section 32020 of the California Education Code requires that “if such gates 
are to be equipped with locks, the locking devices shall be designed to permit ready 
entrance by the use of chain or bolt-cutting devices with which the local law 
enforcement and fire protection agencies may be equipped.” 

 


